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 The team never did blow it, but they did lose a game in each of the fours games, as they put on a complete display of heart and guts. That error would keep the game knotted up until the eighth inning, when Stafford (6-3) caught his first career save. The Nationals actually had their chances, with outfielder Bryce Harper hitting a ground ball single through the left side in the top of the eighth and
outfielder Jayson Werth hitting a ground ball single in front of the mound in the ninth. But when the Nats went down in order in the bottom of the inning, the tying run was on second with no outs, and with a 6-4 game in the books. The bullpen did its job late, and Zimmermann (7-1) threw two scoreless innings of relief to preserve the win. But the game was over when Zimmermann was pulled. Even
better for the Nationals was that they actually had a chance to steal a win. They weren't going to win the division, or even come close, but the mere fact that they had a chance to win was a nice change of pace. It should be noted that the bulk of these games were not played in Washington, where Zimmerman took the ball. That was during a series at Wrigley Field that was played on three consecutive

days, and was the only such series against the Cubs that week. "Last year we were seeing how much of a juggernaut they were, and now we have a chance to see what we can do against them," said Zimmermann. "You want to have the best team, and they are the best team right now, but what we have to do is try to bring the best game we have every time we get on the field." Many of the National
League East teams still have games to play, but the Nationals are officially done with the season. The bad news is that the bullpen blew up. The good news is that they had a chance to win the division. In a sense, the Nationals got what they deserved. They had a chance to end the season on a high note, but they played poorly enough that they finished on a low note. But no one should get too upset over

how the season ended. Because in reality, this team might have been better than anyone ever expected it to be. It's the end of an era, as the Nationals are taking a first major step toward 82157476af
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